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WASHINGTON -- Today on the House Floor Republicans and Democrats                sparred over passage of the FY 1999 Supplemental Appropriations                Bill. The bill passed by a 220 - 211 vote largely on party lines.                The bill is to provide $1.3 billion to assist with the recovery                efforts due to hurricanes Mitch and Georges; to provide loans for                U.S. farmers hurt by low commodity prices; and, to provide economic                funds for Japan.              

The Republican-crafted bill contains offsets that Democrats deem                unacceptable such as cuts in funding for multilateral development                banks that have been used to ease economic turmoil in Asia and Latin                America. In addition, the bill rescinds funds used to disarm and                remove nuclear materials from Russia. Because of the proposed offsets,                the President is expected to VETO the bill.              

The following is Congressman John W. Olver°s statement on the House                Floor:              

œI support disaster relief for our farmers and their families,                who have been devastated by persistently low commodity prices.              

œI support economic and military assistance for Jordan “                 to ensure our ally is able to participate in the Wye River peace                accords between Israel and the Palestinian authority and build a                lasting peace in the middle east. 
                 
               œAnd, I support aid for Central America “ to help our southern neighbors                in Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Honduras recover from                the disaster caused by hurricane Mitch.              

œThe havoc wreaked on Central America by hurricane Mitch is overwhelming                “  9,000 dead, 9,000 missing, 13,000 injured and over 3 million                homeless.  The region°s economy, infrastructure, and environment                have been devastated.              

œIf, at any time, in any place, statistics alone portrayed a situation                as an emergency, it would be now “  in Central America, in                the aftermath of this natural disaster.              

œIt would be now “ across the heartland of the United States, where                rural Americans are losing their farms, their homes and livelihoods.                
                              

(more) 
               œBut, this bill neither treats the disaster in Central America nor                the crisis in the rural United States as an emergency. 
               œThis bill does not provide emergency funds to meet our obligations.                 Instead, this  bill finances our response to crises with offsets                which, themselves, have disaster written all over them.              

œIn our efforts to mitigate current disasters “ at home and abroad                “  we cannot afford to cause new ones.  But, that is exactly                what this bill will do.              
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œOne of the most dangerous offsets included in this bill is the                cut in nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation programs for Russia.              

œLast year, Congress provided the Energy Department $525 million                to dismantle nuclear warheads, and dispose of excess plutonium and                uranium in Russia.              

œThis $525 million supports two of the most important swords-into-plowshares                agreements reached by the United States and Russia since the end                of the cold war.              

œ$325 million of the FY 1999 Appropriation will be used to purchase                Russian stockpiles of natural uranium and keep it from falling into                the hands of rogue nations.              

œThese funds will also keep Russia°s nuclear scientists working                at home, on commercial projects, rather than in Iran or Iraq on                weapons development.              

œThe other $200 million will be used to implement a bilateral plutonium                agreement “  and aid in the disposal of 50 tons of weapons                plutonium currently on hand in Russia.  50 tons of plutonium                “ enough to build 20,000 nuclear bombs.              

œThis $200 million is not only necessary to enable us to live-up                to our end of the bilateral plutonium agreement “ but is also critical                 to leverage non-proliferation contributions from other G-8 nations.              

œThe $150 million cut in these two non-proliferation programs,                which is included as an offset in this supplemental appropriations                bill, is an extremely dangerous move, and one that I cannot support.              

œLast week, 317 of my colleagues were concerned enough about the                dangers of nuclear proliferation to vote in favor of deploying a                national missile defense system that will cost us billions of dollars.              

œToday, I ask all of my colleagues to consider the costs of rescinding                this $150 million, and the potential disasters that lurk in the                transfer of even the smallest amounts of uranium and plutonium from                Russia to rogue nations.              

œIf we are serious about eliminating nuclear threats to our national                security, we need not spend billions on Star Wars.  But we                should do all we can to keep nuclear weapons material from ever                reaching the hands of rogue states.              

œI urge my colleagues not to cut into nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation                programs, and vote against the disaster-laden offsets in this supplemental                appropriations bill.”             
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